You say, "Thank you." 

You say, "I'm concerned with events here lately and I was wondering if you would mind talking with me to help calm my fears."

Ed says, "Of course I will."

You say, "Okay, so, I guess what I'd like to start with is that I'd like to say that I don't believe it was Timon or Chuki's plan to steal ER at all. I believe what you've done is very harsh. You say it isn't punishment, and yet how else am I supposed to perceive it as a player?"

You say, "As a player and as a friend to the majority of your wizstaff."

Ed says, "Well, what makes you think that wasn't their plan?" 

You say, "Because I know Chuki. She would never steal your baby away." 

You say, "I cannot speak for Timon, but I know Chuki had no intention of taking your game for her own. However, I don't believe the ban on either of them was fair. Nor was de-wizzing Khal. He's just sick over this whole thing." 

Ed says, "Well, I'm looking at the same log entries that you see - I don't think there are too many ways to interpret what transpired.  To me it seems very straight-forward.  If you have a different perception, I'm of course open to hearing it - but, believe me, I /asked/ myself, "Well, could they mean this-other-thing?, or howabout this-other-thing?", but, no, to me it only makes sense this one way." 

You say, "I think you're hearing what you think you should be hearing, Ed. I'm not saying that you WANT to hear that people are against you, but I really think you've convinced yourself of it. I KNOW these people, Ed. They're not like that." 

You say, "They only want what's best for this game. And in my opinion, and it is an opinion shared by other players who I will let come forward for themselves should they feel comfortable coming to you, you are the one who is harming this game. Not Timon or Chuki." 

Ed says, "If players feel that how I run the game is a problem, they've always been perfectly free to come out and say it; I encourage that.  As for "harming the game", though, no matter what disagreement one may have with my decisions, certainly no-one can argue that they have anything near the impact that /stealing the game/ would have.  All the evidence before me points to their intention to steal it."

You say, "Okay, I'll play your game. I'll suppose for a moment that they WERE intending to steal your game, which I still firmly believe they were NOT, I fail to see how it could be truly detrimental to ER. They couldn't remove your copy of the game even if they made a copy of it for themselves. And quite honestly, it would be a true test of loyalty. Those who believed you are the best man for the job would obviously stay here. Those who do not would leave to the copy. PLAYERS would make the choice to go where they felt was the better environment. Yes. You would lose players. But I fail to see how it would be any different than when other players and staff left for Sunrise or whatever the other game was called." 

 You say, "And I'm going to be absolutely frank with you. In recent events, you have come off as nothing more than an arrogant ass who will have nothing to do with people who won't put their lips up against his buttocks and smooch. I'm sure that's not your intention. I'm sure that's not how you really are. However, you are giving a very good illusion that you are. I think you'd be surprised how many people would leave if they had somewhere else to go." 

You say, "And by somewhere else to go, I mean somewhere similar (or the same, were they actually going to steal the game verbatim) where the player base could move as a whole. There obviously aren't a lot of TLK MUCKs out there to choose from."

Ed says, "I'm not trying to play a game - games are fun.  I'm having no fun at all.  It's completely unreasonable to demand that I allow my game to be taken by means of outright theft by people who want to have it for their own.  Players can still go anywhere they please - they can have their own areas on ER to do as they please, or they can go to one of several other MUCKs that offer TLKcentric roleplay.  The reason why people come here and attach such importance to ER is because we're a very good MUCK."

You say, "You're missing my point, Ed."

Ed says, "I'm not trying to miss it."

You say, "What would happen if your game were to be stolen hardly signifies, as it was not the intention of your wizstaff to do so."

You say, "You've jumped to an unfair conclusion and punished unjustly for it."

Ed says, "On the basis of my belief, I'm obligated to safeguard the MUCK."

You say, "Your wizstaff ADORES this game. They will drop whever they're doing in other games or even in chatrooms just to help with this game. That is DEVOTION."

Ed says, "Had certain staff members not felt the need to conspire, they could have remained devoted.  That's definitely what I would have preferred."

You say, "I normally try not to knock the beliefs of others, but in the case, I'm going to tell you that you are wrong. You are behaving horribly unreasonably. Removing the best of your wizstaff will do nothing but harm this game, I assure you."

You say, "What would it take to get their positions back?"

Ed says, "Timon will never get his position back.  I'm not going to comment on Khal and Chukizo because I don't want to influence their actions - I want to see what they'll do on their own."

You say, "I am confused by your statement. Could you clarify? What do you expect them to do or not do? Beg for their positions back? Or in Chuki's case, for the basic priviledge to play?"

Ed says, "I'm not going to comment, as I've said.  But for the record, I'm not sadistic, so I'm not waiting on any "begging"."

You say, "See? There's that whole issue with you not clarifying. I'm honestly confused as to what you mean by seeing what they'll do?"

Ed says, "I'm sorry, but you'll have to be satisfied by the answer I've given you.  I'm not going to "set conditions" for their return - that /would/ be sadistic."

You say, "Fine."

You say, "Have I at least been informative to you as to how you are perceived by your playerbase?"

Ed says, "I understand.  I'm glad that the players are still having great fun here despite the disagreements, and they're always welcome to voice their concerns."

You say, "Then allow me to voice one last concern/opinion. Excuse me, two more concerns and/or opinions."

You say, "First is that I believe it was terribly low of you to read the log of commands. Reason or not, I believe that it was a petty act. Timon revealed something about your character and it truly appears to me as well as others that your reasoning for checking the pages was merely to find something damning about him."

You say, "Pages are supposed to be private. I'm sorry, but this is not homeland fucking security. Pardon my French."

You say, "In my eyes, I firmly believe that what you did was WRONG."

You say, "They could have had the same conversation over AIM and you would have been none the wiser."

You say, "Ergo your penalty to the players should never have been put in place to begin with."

Ed says, "Was there a second matter you wanted to bring up?  How do you want me to respond to these - you're not asking me questions, so I don't know what kind of feedback you want..?"

You say, "I did say they were opinions. I actually rather thought you'd try justifying yourself, but I'm impressed that you didn't."

You say, "The second concern/opinion is that I feel you don't actually RP here enough. The fact that you play FCs should hold you to the same standard you hold everyone else to. You usually seem rather inaccessible when it comes to RP. You don't have to respond to that. I don't need to know why you don't play your characters as often as some others do with the FCs. I just wanted you to know the perception."

Ed says, "All right.  Consider me aware."

Ed says, "Thank you for your thoughtsl"

You say, "Thank you for your time. I hope you'll consider what I've said rather than brushing it off."

You say, "Not saying I expect you to, but that's usually the way things go. Either people listen, or they ignore. I hope that you're a listening type. <3"

Ed says, "I listen, but that doesn't mean my mind is easy to change."

You say, "I hope you reconsider your position with Chuki at least. That is my main goal. She doesn't deserve this. Thank you."

